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Castle Street, Saffron Walden
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Fr. David Clemens
The Presbytery, Castle Street,
Saffron Walden, CB10 1BP
Tel: 01799 527011
saffronwalden@dioceseofbrentwood.org

Parish Secretary:
Clare Watkins
Tel: 01799 526097
secretary@olcsaffronwalden.org.uk

Parish website: www.olcsaffronwalden.org.uk
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Times of Services
and Mass Intentions
Saturday 17th December 2022
6.00pm People of the Parish
Sunday 18th December 2022
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8.30am
10.30am
Monday Feria
No Mass.
9.30am: Mass in School
Tuesday
10.00am Ints of Eid Family
Wednesday Feria
10.00am
Thursday Feria
10.00am

Friday
Feria
10.00am
Saturday 24th December 2022
Christmas Eve
5.00pm: Families & Children of the Parish
10.00pm People of the Parish
Sunday 25th December 2022
Christmas Day
9.30am: Private Intention

PLEASE TAKE THIS NEWSLETTER
HOME WITH YOU
All weekend Masses are live-streamed, via the
OLC Facebook page and YouTube channel. To join
the Facebook Group, contact Ken Lowe:
olcsaffronwalden@gmail.com Tel: 01799 528441

Prayers
Your prayers are asked for all who are sick,
including Hubert Baber (young friend of Andy
Taylor), George Peasgood, Tony, and Michael
Moylan, Barry Gilder, Brian Butler Frances
Tabone (née Jones), Anna (mother of Slawek
Gawlik),Sue
Bouton,
Oonagh
Clifford,
Katherine Ingamells (sister of the late Lynn),
Sarah Hooper, Paul Johnson, Aileen Rourke,
Mike Alltree, Bobby Hughes, Tom Faux, Win
Connor, Rosemary O’Rourke (mother of Sinead
Dorn), Carmel Beimann, Paul McCarthy, Jude
Mack, Olivia Sturgess, Oliver Hutchings,
Michael Waterworth (colleague of Michael
O'Sullivan), Inoo Faux, Nicholas Ripper, Pauline
Gudgeon (Aunt of Kate Griffin), Harold CuddenLarge, and for all in the parish who are
housebound.

The 10.00pm Christmas Eve Mass will be
preceded by carols.
Please note that although Christmas Day is a
Sunday, there will be only one Mass at 9.30am.
New Year’s Day is a Sunday and there will be
the usual weekend Masses: Saturday 6.00pm,
Sunday 8.30am & 10.30am.
There will be no 10.00am morning Mass on
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd January.

Please consider using a standing order to send your
weekly offering,
as this is the quickest way for the funds to come to the parish.
Standing order details can be obtained from Ken Lowe at:
olcsaffronwalden@gmail.com
Alternatively, donations
can be made at: www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations.
Thank you.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Christmas Eve—Saturday 24th December
5.00pm: Mass for Families & Children
10.00pm: First Solemn Mass of Christmas,
preceded by carols.
Christmas Day—Sunday 25th December
9.30am: Mass
Please note that although Christmas Day
is a Sunday, there will be only one Mass
at 9.30am.
Boxing Day—Monday 26th December
10.00am: Mass
Tuesday to Friday
10.00am: Mass
New Year’s Eve– 31st December
6.00pm: Vigil Mass
New Year’s Day–Sunday 1st January 2023
8.30am: Mass
10.30am: Mass
There will be no morning Mass on
Monday 2nd or Tuesday 3rd January 2023
DEPUTY HEADTEACHER VACANCY
Our Lady and St George’s Primary School,
Walthamstow
Salary: L11-L15 (£57,436 - £62,926) Outer
London
Contract: Permanent/Open to job share
Starting: April 2023
Our Lady and St George’s Primary is a highly
respected and successful Catholic school. The
Governors invite applications from experienced,
enthusiastic and suitably qualified practising
Catholic leaders to play a key role in building on
the success of our friendly school.
Prospective candidates are warmly encouraged
to visit the school. For more information or to
arrange a visit, please contact the school office
on 02085208500 0r email office@olsgschool.org
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPELS
From 17th December we read the stories of
Christmas from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke
at Mass. Fr Adrian Graffy has prepared a threepart video recording on these ‘Christmas
Gospels’. Simply visit www.whatgoodnews.org
and go to ‘Faith Talks’.
General Assistant – East London
The role is to support the day to day running of a
charity.
The
successful
applicant
will
require
administration experience and be able to
demonstrate excellent communication skills.
Microsoft office skills, including Word and Excel
are also a requirement.
Hours: Full time – 35 hours per week – 3 year
contract.
Apply by sending a CV and covering letter
to HR@dioceseofbrentwood.org Closing date for
applications is 29 December 2022.

18th December 2022
For those who would like a little bit more about
prayer.
‘And forgive us our trespasses’
This is pretty much the heart of everything. We
will always stand in need of God’s forgiveness; on
the other hand, it will do us no good to beat our
breasts and crawl in the dust and tell ourselves
that we are the worst sinners in the world. Looking
around at the world, I’d say that most of us
definitely aren’t. Saints and sages throughout the
centuries have said so many things about sin and
forgiveness.
The medieval English mystic Julian of Norwich
said that sin is ‘falling’, and the only reason we fall
is that we’re trying to climb, and the Lord looks
upon our falling not with blame, but with pity. She
also said that God showed her there was no
anger in the divine nature. Rather, the anger was
all in ourselves.
St Teresa of Avila said that in order for God to be
God, he has to be loving - for God’s nature is
love; in order to be loving, he has to be merciful Because mercy is an expression of love; in order
to be merciful, he has to forgive - because
forgiveness is an instrument of mercy; and in
order to forgive, he has to have sinners - and
that’s where we come in. Teresa also said that we
will grow tired of sinning long, long before God
grows tired of forgiving us.
All of the saints tell us that even the worst sin is
not bigger or more powerful than God’s
forgiveness. St Augustine said that the confession
if bad things done, is the beginning of good things
done. One modern spiritual writer said:
“I was shown that all the sins I would commit
in my life were forgiven before I was even born.”
If we truly accept that God has forgiven us perhaps even before we were born - then we will
be free from the burden of guilt. Guilt is a
completely useless emotion: regret yes, sorrow
yes, repentance yes. But not guilt. It does nothing
except make us feel bad, and whatever God
wants us to feel it isn’t that. He would prefer us to
feel joy in our hearts at this infinite willingness to
forgive. Richard Rohr writes:
"Every time God forgives us, God is saying
that the ‘rules’ do not matter as much as the
relationship
that
he
wants
with
us."
It is human beings who make the rules, not
God; and while rules are very necessary in all
walks of life if we are to avoid chaos, the breaking
of the rules is nowhere near as tragic as breaking
the commandments of love. Besides, Jesus was
known as a rule-breaker in his own society - which
is why the Pharisees and scribes despised him.
- to be continued

Job description: General Assistant – East London
NEWSLETTER: If you have any items for inclusion in next week’s newsletter, please contact Fr David by Thursday
evening at the latest: saffronwalden@dioceseofbrentwood.org

