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Times of Services
and Mass Intentions
Saturday 7th January 2023
6.0pm: People of the Parish
Sunday 8th January 2023
The Baptism of the Lord
8.30am
10.30am Andres Escobar RIP
Monday Feria
10.00am
Tuesday Feria
10.00am
Wednesday Feria
10.00am

Prayers
Your prayers are asked for Katherine Ingamells
(sister of the late Lynn) and Ethna Withers, both
recently deceased, and for all who are sick,
including Hubert Baber (young friend of Andy
Taylor), George Peasgood, Tony, and Michael
Moylan, Barry Gilder, Frances Tabone (née
Jones), Anna (mother of Slawek Gawlik),Sue
Bouton, Oonagh Clifford, Sarah Hooper, Paul
Johnson, Aileen Rourke, Mike Alltree, Bobby
Hughes, Tom Faux, Win Connor, Rosemary
O’Rourke (mother of Sinead Dorn), Carmel
Beimann, Paul McCarthy, Jude Mack, Olivia
Sturgess,
Oliver
Hutchings,
Michael
Waterworth (colleague of Michael O'Sullivan),
Inoo Faux, Nicholas Ripper, Pauline Gudgeon
(Aunt of Kate Griffin), Harold Cudden-Large, and
for all in the parish who are housebound.

Thursday Feria
10.00am Ethna Withers RIP
Friday
Feria
10.00am
Saturday 14th January 2023
6.00pm: People of the Parish
Sunday 15th January 2023
Second Sunday of the Year
8.30am
10.30am

PLEASE TAKE THIS NEWSLETTER
HOME WITH YOU
All weekend Masses are live-streamed, via the
OLC Facebook page and YouTube channel. To join
the Facebook Group, contact Ken Lowe:
olcsaffronwalden@gmail.com Tel: 01799 528441

Theologians have speculated for centuries on the
reason why Jesus allowed himself to be baptised by
John. Some say that by doing so he instituted the
sacrament of Baptism; others that he was fulfilling the
scriptures; others again that he was confirming his
Jewish rabbinic allegiance. Perhaps they’re all true,
perhaps partially true, but it doesn’t actually matter;
the image of Jesus descending into the waters and
rising out of them again - and the voice of God calling
him ‘Beloved’ - is of sufficient meaning and beauty in
itself to need any theological analysis. Like all images
and events and experiences in the life of Jesus, they
are meant to be held in the heart and pondered. For it
is in the heart that they come to life in us.
Please consider using a standing order to send your
weekly offering,
as this is the quickest way for the funds to come to the parish.
Standing order details can be obtained from Ken Lowe at:
olcsaffronwalden@gmail.com
Alternatively, donations
can be made at: www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations.
Thank you.

The Baptism of the Lord

8th January 2023
Cardinal Vincent Nichols’ Thoughts on the
Funeral of Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI

We are delighted to invite you to a New Year’s
Concert here in Brentwood Cathedral on Sunday
15th January at 4pm to 5.30pm. Once again we
are delighted to welcome eight year Violinist
Hermione Duan who will be accompanied by
members
of
the
Royal
Philharmonic
Orchestra.
Many of you will remember
Hermione’s wonderful performance for us in
August of last year and we are very excited to
have her and the RPO back here again.
The Programme will include works by Handel,
Bach,
and
Vivaldi.
Please
contact
:
music@dioceseofbrentwood.org
Study Day on the Apostle Paul
The next Gidea Park Study Day will be on
Saturday 21st January 2023 from 11 am until
1.30 pm at the Catholic Church of Christ the
Eternal High Priest, Gidea Park. The speaker is
Dr Sean Michael Ryan, chair of the Catholic
Biblical Association of Great Britain, and research
associate at the Margaret Beaufort Institute in
Cambridge. Dr Ryan will speak about ‘The
Gospel according to St Paul’. The event is either
in-person or live-stream. Coffee will be available
for those attending in-person from 10.30 am.
Please bring a packed lunch. Gidea Park Station
(Elizabeth Line) is five minutes from the church.
For those attending via live-stream simply go to
www.whatgoodnews.org on the day. Recording of
the talks will be made available after the event on
the same website.
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023
Flight have now been confirmed. Join Bishop
Alan in Lourdes from Monday 24 to Saturday 29
July.
We can support those with medical
needs. For further information, please 'phone
Tangey Tours on 01732 886 666 or book online:
Brentwood Lourdes - Lourdes - Tangney Tours
(tangney-tours.com)

In one way it was a very straightforward
celebration of a Funeral Mass as would take
place at the death of any Catholic in any
parish church. And yet in another way it was a
uniquely historical event and an event of great
emotional depth and stature. I think we can
say it’s the first time [in over 200 years] that a
pope has buried a pope who has just died and
in that sense there was a uniqueness to it. But
I think it was also a moment in which, for me
certainly, there was a heightened sense of
loss – a sense of my own sadness that
Benedict is no longer with us in person. At the
same time the ceremony was an unshakable
expression of faith and trust in the promises of
Jesus. So we had both sadness and hope, we
had the grief of loss and the certainty of faith.
There were some words used in one of the
prayers that appealed to me, particularly, and
it was an appeal to Mary Salus Populi
Romani, that she would intercede that
Benedict would now see the face of Jesus
and that we would be comforted on our
pilgrim way. Those words touched me
because I reflected on how much Benedict,
his life and his spirituality, was focused on a
relationship with Jesus. Those books that he
wrote about Jesus of Nazareth in some ways
summed up not only his learning but also his
spirituality and his prayer. The other day,
Archbishop Gänswein, who knows him better
than anybody did, was saying that it was that
image of Jesus always accompanying the
Church, always being with the Church, that
was the most radically fundamental thing in
Pope Benedict’s life. And I was thinking of the
time when I was in St Peter Square when he
gave his last homily as serving Pope before
he left for Castel Gandolfo. In that homily, he
used the image of Jesus asleep in the back of
the boat when the storm came on the Sea of
Galilee and the disciples were frightened.
Archbishop Gänswein repeated that and gave
a little gloss on it. He said, “Benedict used to
say, ‘but now Jesus never sleeps and he’s
always with us’.” So during the Mass I was
thinking about those things and, quite simply,
how lovable Benedict was and therefore
thanking God for the gifts that He gave us
through him.

NEWSLETTER: If you have any items for inclusion in next week’s newsletter, please contact Fr David by Thursday
evening at the latest: saffronwalden@dioceseofbrentwood.org

